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1. FOLLOWING ARE OBSERVATIONS MADE TO ME JULY 2 BY TAMIL NADU 
MINISTER OF LABOR AND HOUSING RAJ ARAM. 

2. THE TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT WAS NOT SEEKING A CONFRONTATION 
WITH THE GOI, BUT THE DMK WAS AN OPPOSITION PARTY WHICH BE- 
LIEVED IN DEMOCRACY AND IT FELT IT HAD TO GO ON RECORD AGAINST 
THE IMPOSITION OF AN EMERGENCY IT CONSIDERED UNNECESSARY. MRS. 
GANDHI WAS ANNOYED AT THE DMK RESOLUTIONS AND AT THE MORE 
FLEXIBLE CENSORSHIP IN TAMIL NADU; COPIES OF ALL DMK NEWS- 
PAPERS AND OF ALL PUBLIC REMARKS OF MINISTERS AND OTHERS IN THE 
DMK ARE BEING SENT TO HER THROUGH TWO CHANNELS, THE CONGRESS 
(R) AND THE CIB. DMK LEADERS DO NOT KNOW WHAT COURSE MRS. 

GANDHI WILL FOLLOW VIS-A-VIS THE TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT. THEY 
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BE USED AS A PRETEXT TO MOVE AGAINST THEM, BUT THEY ARE PRO- 
CEEDING ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT COULD BE DIS- 
MISSED AT ANY TIME AND PRESIDENT'S RULE IMPOSED. IN RESPONSE 
TO MY QUERY AS TO WHAT THEIR REACTION TO THAT WOULD BE, RAJ ARAM 
SAID: "AT THE MOMENT, WE THINK WE WOULD GO PEACEFULLY. THAT 
IS OUR PRESENT THINKING." IF ALL STATE GOVERNMENTS WERE DISMISSED, 
HE SAID, HE FELT THE DMK WOULD ACQUIESCE; IF THE DMK 
GOVERNMENT WERE SINGLED OUT, THE REACTION COULD BE DIFFERENT. 
BUT MUCH WOULD PROBABLY DEPEND ON WHETHER IT LOOKED AS 
THOUGH NEW ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD 
OF TIME. 

3. RAJ ARAM SAID THE GENERAL REACTION IN TAMIL NADU TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S ACTIONS WAS NEGATIVE. AND THE DMK WAS FINDING THAT 
THIS REACTION WAS AS TRUE OF THE PEASANTS AS OF THE MORE EDUCATED. 
IT WAS VERY HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THE ARRESTS OF SO MANY OPPOSITION 
LEADERS WAS NECESSARY FOR ANY LEGITIMATE CONCERN OVER A THREAT 
TO LAW AND ORDER. JAYAPRAKASH HAD AN IMPORTANT FOLLOWING IN 
BIHAR, MORARJI IN GUJARAT, AND VAJPAYEE IN DELHI, BUT WHO 

ELSE AMONG THOSE ARRESTED HAD ENOUGH POLITICAL FOLLOWING TO BE 
A THREAT TO ANYONE? CERTAINLY NOT PEOPLE LIKE PILOO MODY, OR 
S.K. PATIL OR ACHARYA KRIPALANI, WHOM HE HAD HEARD HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED IN BOMBAY. 

4. RAJ ARAM RECALLED RECENT VISIT BY POLITICAL COUNSELOR KREIS- 
BERG AND PARTICULARLY KREISBERG'S QUESTION ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE ALLAHABAD VERDICT MIGHT GO AGAINST THE PRIME MINISTER. 
RAJ ARAM SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SAY SO AT THE TIME, THE 
QUESTION HAD GENUINELY SURPRISED HIM BECAUSE HE HAD NOT BE- 
LIEVED THAT ANY JUDGE IN INDIA WOULD BE SO INDEPENDENT AS TO 
UNSEAT THE PRIME MINISTER. FROM ALL HE HAD HEARD, MRS. 

GANDHI WAS EQUALLY SURPRISED AND WAS THROWN OFF BALANCE BY 
THE VERDICT. HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE GROUNDS ON WHICH SHE 
HAD BEEN UNSEATED MIGHT APPEAR TRIVIAL. IF ONE READ THE 
WHOLE OPINION THE PICTURE WAS NOT ONE OF ONLY MINOR TRANS- 
GRESSIONS AND SINHA HAD FOUND THE PRIME MINISTER GUILTY OF 
"UNTRUTHS" TWENTY-TWO TIMES. 

5. RAJ ARAM SAID THINGS WERE CALM IN SOUTH INDIA AND AS FAR 

AS HE KNEW, GENERALLY CALM IN THE NORTH ALSO. BUT HE THOUGHT 
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IT WAS CALM BEFORE A STORM. 

EAVES UNQUOTE 
SAXBE 
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